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Why Build Models?

Why?
• Describe – Summary statistics, graphical analysis, cluster analysis
• Explain – Linear modeling techniques, path analysis
• Predict – Decision trees, neural networks. 

What is a good model?
• Accurately represents population of interest
• Identifies important predictors and predictor effects
• Accurately and precisely predicts
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We want to answer your questions

Thank you for taking an hour out of your busy day.  Some types of questions you 
might have:  

• Why did you …?
• Is there an advantage/disadvantage to doing (something you saw)?
• Will (something you saw) work with (some type of data or problem you 

have)?
• Please show again …
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Summit Call for Content
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